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Photo: 1986 
Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, January 1943
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 " O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s ,  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ’ s  c o u n t e r  a n d  
t a b l e s  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t r u c k  d r i v e r s ,  h a r d  h a t s ,  M I T  
f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t r a d e s p e o p l e  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  
T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  r a n g e d  f r o m  t h e  R e d  S o x  t o  t h e  
r a c e  t r a c k s ;  f r o m  p r o b l e m s  a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e s  t o  

h o w  f r o g s  s e e ,  t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  

T h e  r e s t a u r a n t ’ s  r e l a x e d  a n d  f r i e n d l y  a t m o s p h e r e  
e n c o u r a g e d  c r e a t i v i t y .  M a n y  i d e a s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  

b e c a m e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  w e r e  
b o r n  h e r e  o v e r  b e e r  a n d  c o f f e e . ”

Quote: Historical Marker, 304 Main Street, Cambridge 
Photo: Circa 1980s 
Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, April 1941
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A CAMBRIDGE 
INSTITUTION

T h e  F & T    • .   1 9 2 4 – 1 9 8 6

T h e  F o x  &  T i s h m a n  D i n e r ,  D e l i c a t e s s e n  a n d  

R e s t a u r a n t  a t  3 0 4 - 3 1 0  M a i n  S t r e e t  f e d  t h e  

K e n d a l l  S q u a r e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

D e p r e s s i o n  a n d  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I ,  a n d  b e c a m e  a  

f a v o r i t e  o f  l o c a l s  &  M I T  s t u d e n t s .  F o u n d e d  i n  1 9 2 4  

b y  I s a a c  F o x  a n d  R o b e r t  T i s h m a n ,  i t  w a s  l a t e r  r u n  

b y  M a r v i n  F o x  &  M a y n a r d  T i s h m a n  t h e  s e c o n d  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F & T .  

T h e  o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  c a r  w a s  e x p a n d e d  t o w a r d s  

t h e  s t r e e t  t o  a d d  b o o t h  s e a t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  

r e s t a u r a n t  c o u l d  s e a t  1 2 5  p e o p l e  a t  w o o d e n  

b o o t h s  a n d  a  l o n g  b a r .  T h e  i c o n i c  “ E A T ”  s i g n  

s e r v e d  a s  a  b e a c o n ,  d r a w i n g  i n  c u s t o m e r s  f r o m  

a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e  t o  t h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  f a v o r i t e .   

F o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  i t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  

K e n d a l l  S q u a r e  a s  t h e  a r e a  u n d e r w e n t  a  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  a n d  1 9 8 0 s .  F o r  y e a r s  

t h e  F & T  c h a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a s  

M a r v i n  r e m a r k e d  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  G l o b e  i n  1 9 8 2 ,  

” w e ' r e  d o i n g  t e r r i f i c  n o w  a n d  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  

c h a n g e  a l l  t h a t  m u c h .  M a y b e  a  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  

t h e  m e n u  .  .  .  w e  s e r v e  q u i c h e  n o w ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e . "

Photo: Circa 1980s 
Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, June 1940
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Cambridge Sentinel, April 1939

Cambridge Sentinel, June 1939

Cambridge Sentinel, May 1939

Cambridge Sentinel, December 1942
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Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, January 1944. After WW2 electricity shortages.

Cambridge Sentinel, February 1944

Cambridge Sentinel, January 1941
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The original F&T Dining Car was 

paired with the attached Deli & 

Restaurant at 304-310 Main Street.

D I N E R ,  D E L I  &  M O R E
The nickname given to the F&T by 

MIT Students, ostensibly due to the 

red metal exterior paneling.

T H E  “ R E D  D E A T H  D I N E R ”
The F&T was one of the few 

restaurants in Kendall Square before 

the area was transformed.

6 0  Y E A R S  I N  K E N D A L L

Photo: After closing, 1986 
Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, May 1939
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LUNCH CARTS & DINING CARS OF CAMBRIDGE, MA
C A M B R I D G E  H I S T O R I C A L  C O M M I S S I O N

The Cambridge Historical Commission (http://arcg.is/1OLXu) has assembled a map, photographs, and stories of 16 diners that once called Cambridge home. 

Although none remain in Cambridge today, the Rosebud Diner in Somerville’s Davis Square is a recent example of how these iconic neighborhood 

institutions can be restored and reinvented.

http://arcg.is/1OLXu
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I N  T H E  P A T H   
O F  P R O G R E S S

1 9 8 0 s

T h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  F & T  w a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  n e w  

K e n d a l l  S q u a r e  M B T A  s t a t i o n .  E f f o r t s  w e r e  

m a d e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  F & T ,  b u t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  

w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  c l o s e  a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  

t o r n  d o w n  a n d  w a s  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  f o r  d e c a d e s .

1980s MBTA Red Line Construction down Main Street
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A POETIC 
MEMORIAL

3 0 4 - 3 1 0  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  C a m b r i d g e

A l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  a t  t h e  f o r m e r  s i t e  o f  t h e  F & T  

i s  t h i s  m e m o r i a l  p l a q u e  o u t s i d e  t h e  K e n d a l l  

S q u a r e  M B T A  s t a t i o n .  I t  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  J u n e  o f  

2 0 0 1  w h e n  t h e  C i t y  a n d  M I T  o r g a n i z e d  a  

m e m o r i a l  t o  t h e  F & T .

L E A R N  M O R E

Cambridge Chronicle, December 1986
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A MEMORABLE 
POEM

D r .  J e r r o m e  L e t t v i n ,  M I T  P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t u s

T h e r e ' s  n o  p u b   
i n  t h e  H u b - -   
o n l y  s i n g l e s  b a r s   
a n d  b i s t r o s  r u n  b y  h o c k e y  s t a r s .  

T h e r e ' s  n o  f a r e   
i n  t h e  S q u a r e - -   
o n l y  H a r v a r d  Ya r d   
a n d  c l i p - j o i n t s  t h a t  t a k e  a  c r e d i t  c a r d .  

W h a t  t h e y  s e l l   
a t  L o b d e l l   
i s  r e c y c l e d  s l u d g e   
p r e p a r e d  t o  n o u r i s h ,  a t  b e s t ,  a  g r u d g e .  

S k y  a n d  s c h o o l  a n d  s p i r i t  a r e  g r a y - -   
W h e r e  c a n  w e  e a t  i n  a  c i v i l i z e d  w a y ?  

F o x  a n d  T i s h m a n ,  T i s h m a n  a n d  F o x ,   
d e a l t  u s  c o m p a s s i o n  w i t h  b a g e l s  a n d  l o x ,   
m e a t l o a f  w i t h  m o r a l s ,  l e n t i l s  w i t h  l e e r s - -   
t h e y  w a r p e d  o u r  p a l a t e s  a s  w e  b e n t  t h e i r  e a r s .  
E x e c s  a n d  s e c s ,  j o c k s  a n d  c r o c k s   
l u n c h e d  i n  l e i s u r e  a t  T i s h m a n  a n d  F o x .  

N o w  t h i s  b a s t i o n   
h a s  c a s h e d  i n .   
T h e  s a g g i n g  c e i l i n g ,  t h e  f l a k e d  c h r o m e   
t h a t  g a v e  u s  h o m e   
a r e  n o  m o r e  t o  b e .  

B e c a u s e   
F o x  a n d  T i s h m a n ,   
F o x  a n d  T i s h m a n ,   
F o x  a n d  T i s h m a n ,  
H a v e  b e e n  f ' d  b y  t h e  “ T . ”

Dr. Jerome Lettvin is said to have written the ending of his seminal work “What the Frog’s Eye Tells the Frog’s Brain’’ at the F&T 
Source: http://news.mit.edu/2003/fandt-0612

http://news.mit.edu/2003/fandt-0612
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ALL THAT REMAINS
M E M O R I E S  &  M E M E N T O S

After the 304–310 Main Street parcel was sold for the MBTA station, a 

significant effort was made to move the dining car for potential re-use. 

The interior of the restaurant and diner was salvaged as best as possible 

and put into storage, and the dining car jacked up and moved on a 

trailer to a parking lot near One Kendall Square.

Ultimately the many adaptations made to the dining car over the years 

proved to be too much, and the structure did not survive. However, much of 

the exterior paneling was carefully removed and preserved.  

The red paneling was part of an 1995 exhibit at the Museum of Our National 

Heritage called “American Diner,” and the 2006 exhibit “Counter Culture: 

The Diner in American Life”  at Copia: The American Center for Wine, Food & 

the Arts in Napa, California by historian and Boston-based diner expert 

Richard Gutman (www.richardgutman.com/curatorial) 

FA R  G O N E
B U T  T O O

T h e  d i n e r  m a d e  t h e  m o v e  b u t  w a s  

s t r u c t u r a l l y  c o m p r o m i s e d  a n  

u n a b l e  t o  b e  r e u s e d .

TO  S AVE  I T
A N  A T T E M P T

T h e  d i n i n g  c a r  w a s  t r a i l e r e d  a n d  

m o v e d  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  r e - u s e  a t  O n e  

K e n d a l l  S q u a r e .

Photos: the 1986 move to One Kendall Square

http://www.richardgutman.com/curatorial
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HAND-PAINTED SIGNS
T O D A Y ’ S  S P E C I A L S

Painted on card-stock from the J.L. Hammet Company factory next door (now Building E38 at MIT), the F&T’s rotating 

specials were displayed on these colorful signs hung in the front windows. Approximately 120 of the original signs by 

Cambridge sign artist Joe Laycox remain.
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IF THESE BOOTHS COULD TALK
1 2 5  H I S T O R I C  S E A T S

Running the length of the restaurant, numbered, and completed by a chrome stand upon which to hang your hat, 

these wooden booths were home to thousands of meaningful– and meaningless!– conversations in Kendall Square’s 

history. Approximately 125 seats and formica-topped tables remain and can be restored and reused . 

“DEUCE”
The shorthand term for a 

two-seat table at the F&T

Circa 1980s
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F O X  &  T I S H M A N
T H E  F U T U R E  O F
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“places that promote openness and cross-fertilization, 
kind of like how the old F&T Diner did from 1924 to 1986. It 
was a place where all were welcome and encouraged to 

break bread together — you could see Nobel Prize 
winners, MIT students and staff, Cambridge residents, 

and Kendall Square employees all swapping ideas and 
experiences in an organic and catalytic manner.” 

“BUMP FACTOR”
T O D A Y ’ S  D E M A N D  T O  I N C R E A S E  K E N D A L L  S Q U A R E ’ S

Sarah Gallop 
Board Chair 
Kendall Square Association 
March 4, 2019

“Collaboratively, vividly, and visibly: Placemaking in Kendall Square” 
Source: https://medium.com/@kendallnow/boldly-vividly-and-visibly-placemaking-in-kendall-square-ec469e421b90 

https://medium.com/@kendallnow/boldly-vividly-and-visibly-placemaking-in-kendall-square-ec469e421b90
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Y O U  A R E  W E L C O M E

Ad: Cambridge Sentinel, May 1944
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v 2 . 0

FOX AND 
TISHMAN

v 2 . 0

Any attempt to replicate the F&T will surely fail, 

because nostalgia is almost never done right. No one 

wants to see it bastardized in the style of a Johnny 

Rockets. But a modern interpretation of this historic 

institution has a chance to fill a hole in the 

neighborhood fabric of Kendall Square.  

A faithful recreation of a neighborhood joint where 

people can meet and  conversations can flow freely 

like bottomless coffee.  A new venue, making use of 

the historic elements from the F&T that harnesses the 

history of the F&T but taps into the current changes 

and demands in Kendall Square. 

Whether it’s a new restaurant named “Fox & Tishman,” 

or an expanded concept that builds upon the F&T’s 

organic identity as a gathering spot and place to 

exchange ideas about what is building the next 

generation of Kendall Square.  
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REBUILDING  
IDENTITY

O N L I N E  P R O P E R T I E S

A s  t h e  p r o j e c t  p r o g r e s s e s ,  c a p t u r i n g  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  

s o l i c i t i n g  m e m o r i e s  a n d  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  F & T  w i l l  h e l p  

b u i l d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t . .

Domain name registered and website 

under development.

F O X A N D T I S H M A N . C O M

Name registered on Instagram, 

Twitter, Facebook, 

@ F O X A N D T I S H M A N

Reservation of Name filed with 

Massachusetts Secretary of  State

F O X  A N D  T I S H M A N
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C O N T A C T  U S

617 - 982 - 3494 
info@foxandtishman.com

O N L I N E

twitter.com/foxandtishman 
instagram.com/foxandtishman 

W E B S I T E

www.foxandtishman.com 
morecoffee@foxandtishman.com 

mailto:info@foxandtishman.com
http://twitter.com/foxandtishman
http://instagram.com/foxandtishman
http://www.foxandtishman.com
mailto:morecoffee@foxandtishman.com

